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On Jan. 30 the Bolivian Chamber of Deputies formally requested that the administration of
President Victor Paz Estenssoro government participate in talks with the Bolivian Workers
Confederation (COB) on union demands for higher wages. The request was reportedly supported by
all parties represented in the Chamber, including the ruling party. If the talks take place, they will
focus on raising the national minimum wage, currently set at 40 bolivianos per month (slightly more
than $20). The deputies argue that the new official minimum wage should be fixed for a one-year
period, based on minimum subsistence needs as determined by government experts and the COB.
Subsistence costs for an average family are estimated at 370 bolivianos per month or about $190. The
legislators' request corresponds to a similar one delivered to the government by the COB, which
was rejected by several cabinet members. Planning Minister and head of the government economic
team, Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada, called the plan "inadmissible." In contrast, Foreign Minister
Guillermo Bedregal spoke in favor of talks aimed at reaching a consensus, and asked the COB to
"be realistic." COB General Secretary told reporters on Jan. 30 that the official reaction showed the
country is governed by big business and the transnationals. He said the government's reply to the
COB offer was simply an expression of its fundamental arrogance. On Jan. 29, the COB charged the
government had fabricated an alleged subversive plot to detract attention from pressing economic
problems. Defense Minister Fernando Barthelemy, who made the charge, replied that the COB's
accusation is an attempt to hide the trade unionists' illegal activities. Barthelemy also attacked the
labor organization's request for negotiations on the minimum wage, claiming that "some groups"
are determined to sabotage government economic programs with unreasonable demands. Such
demands, he said, threaten the country's political stability. (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA,
01/30/87)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

